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Mr, Chairmen, Sir stanley Rous, Ladies and Qentlemen -

Another break with the established custom of King Fdward

VII School is oseurring this evening, We are holding our Speech
Bay outside the School on atrénge ground, I must say that for
Iy part it is with a tinge of regret, since I feel strongly that
this most important funetion of all in the Sehool Year ought to be
within the School walls. Unfortunately, the aAssembly ﬂﬁl} aﬁ
School now barely houses the Staff and boys, Last year when I
enjoyed, or rather endured, my first Speech Day at King Edward VII
School, 1 was shocked at the number of boys and = rents who had to
be excluded for lack of room. B0 we have moved into more
commodious quarters, though even to-day there are a number of parents
who were too late to obtain sests. That, and that alone, is the
reazon for the change of plan. |

Toere is sometimes & tendeney among Headmasters on Prize
'Qays to air their views on Eduecstion. 1 often envy their ecurage,
but you usually find they are Headmasters of Independent Schools and
run little risk,. It is dangercus for the mere worker to express
views or cpinions; those are reserved for the idealists er theorists
in high places, the experts =o far rewoved from the setusl field of

work that they cznnot be wrong, He would, however, be a brave man

in facing this assembly who could lecture you on Eﬁue&tian.? There
ére so many concerned with i%. The boys who endure it every day,
the parents who suffer from it every night, the many who are
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intimately connected with it as teachers, in Schools or University,
the officials, the committee members and those who not coming in
any of these categories once suffered from it. So I do not propose
to embark on wings of theory or attempt to set headlines ablaze:

it will be difficult, nay kmpossible, to find a message in my
meanderings.

The programme bills this turn (item) as Headmaster's Report
and t¢ that 1 now proceed. Yet when one tries to sumasrize a
year's work and events, the result seems slmost insignificent,
when one thinks of the pressure and pmce of school life through the
year, when & breathing space or time to stand still and take stoeck
is an impaaa;bility.

A number of changes in orgmnization had to be effected to
meet the demands of the new examination set-up. Ve have still to
see what the real effect will be when we take the 'A' Level
Exemination in 1953, I think last year was a very heavy one for
boys in our Speeialist Fifths, corresponding to the old Transitus.
They were still omrrying for examination purposes subjects which
would normally have been reduced in content and at the same time
trying to lay the foundations of their advanced work. On the whole,
however, they did quite well in their '0' Level work, in fact rather
better than I had expeocted. Qur planners have now, of course,
allowed & chink in their armour; there is to be a concession with
safeguards in the age limit clsuse. It is only a chink, but
perhaps with constant hammering it may become & hole. I hope so,




There was a large entry for '0' lLevel Subjects varying from
people taking only one subjeet still needed for University entry up
$o people taeking nine sub jects, It is quite impossible now to
compere results, since entries for particular subjects are bound to
vary eonsiderably. There were roughly three categories of perple
taking the '0' Level Examinations - those needing odd subjects for
spe ¢ific reasons, those in the first year of speclaslization vho
took three, four or five subjects, and those who had done a general
gourse for five years, who took six, seven or eight subjects,,
usually boys who intended to lesve without proceeding toc the 'AY
Level. Statistics are therefore quite meaningless. In the old
School Certificate days, when everyone took a number of common
subjects, there was & possibility of comparison of one year with
enother, of one subject with another, but now that is not possible.
Most of the best scientists will not take Secience at 'C' Level
for example, 20 the picture is = distorted one, and similarly with
other aibjects.

I can, however, say thal results were quite satisfactory
at 0! Level. There were some definitely @od performinces from
boys in the Fifth General) Classes and in sub jects which were taken
by large numbers - Eaglish Langusge, French, Hlementary Mathematics.

At the 'A' Level results were in most cases very sound
and some subjects showed definite improvements over last year.
Here agein entries vary; most boys taking the examination for the
first time take three subjects, but some who have already passed
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and stay on for Scholershipg purposes change their subjects and
take only one or two. The situation here is, of course, still
very much like the old Higher Certifionte. Our candidates did
well in obtaining 8 State Scholarships - 3 in Mathematica, 2 in
Science, 1 French and Germem, 1 History, 1 Classics - and we were
very pleased with this result; it mede an oasis in a rather barren
year. 21 Bdueation Committee University Schelarships were also
gained on the Advanced Exsmination

In the lield-of Scholarships last yesr we came down from
our previous year's fine performance and almost set an all time low
record for King rdwerd VI1 School, Indeed the 0ld men who left
the year before have already wagged their heads at the decline
which set in, e were saved from complete extinction by Qgdents
iinor Scholarshlip in Mathematies, end Turner's Ixhibition in Freneh
and Spanish at Canmbridge, Heathoote's Exhibition in Classics at
Oxford. Lamb and Binks obtained Exhibitions at Durbam in German
and French and Methematiocs, while Hellas secured a.saholarship far
‘ﬁagiaaaring at Loughborough College. Several boys obtained
Commonerships on the Scholarship Exeminations. I think
competition for Seholarships and places has been steadily incressing
over the past years until it has now reached a level where it will
remain. It is hard going, and the flowery path of dalliance will
not lead to success. |

Many varies reasons have bsen put forward for our desrth

of Major Awards, but I think the chief contributory factor is the
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two years of National Service. Several boys last year would have
been quite certain of awarde had they continued their errerta;

but they were satisfied with & place and an Education Committee
University Scholarship, This saved an extra year for them, and
with two years of life at an important stage being lost anyhow, they
have a definite argument on their side.

Some organizational changes were introduced last yeo
mainly in the construction of Classes, which were no longer based
on 4, B, ¢, D grades, but rather on subjects for time-table conven-
ience or inconvenience. The Remove Forms disappeared. DMore opitions
were available in the Modern Studies Courses, which have broken ﬁ@'
some of the rigidity of selection.

We suffered from much Staff illness last year and leost in
December a %astér taking Sixth Form Physies, who was not replaced
dur ing the year. This latter factor had a serious effect on ouyr
Seience Candidates as it led to only two Classes of quite abnommal
size for Physics in the Sixth Form.

I think we can be quite reasonably satisfied with cur
- general examination resulis last year apart from the Scholarship field
and we look to our eandidates this year to restore the former prowess
of King Edward VII School in this domain,

School Gemes and Athletiecs were well to the fore last yesur,
Three afternccons for gomes instesd of two broke up the games $0 more
manegeable numbers. True it upset Housemesters, but they are always
a very conservative body. The extension of the Playing Pield space
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to Castle Dyke enabled some parts of Whiteley Voods %o be fit for
gricket in the summer and definitely lessened the dangers always
'presant in that mountainous part by by dispersing the players.

tie have been most grateful for these extra faeilities.

The Pirst Eleven at Football had & siccessful and busy
season, winning 18 and drawing 2 out of 27 matches played. We are
mueh indebted to Mr, Wallis for the time and energy he gave to thenm.
They set up a record for tie number of goals scored collectively
and Goddard set up an individual record.

‘Phe Second Eleven, under the general charge of Mr. Herper,
did very well, only losing one mateh in 14,

The Third Eleven heve some difficulty in obtaining fixtures
and did not mansge too well,with 6 defeats out of 9 games,

Under 15, 14, 13 Elevens had very even results,

As is usuyal during thé two terms, there were quite a number
of cancellations due to weather,

Rugby Football was introduced for the Fifth and Sixth Forms
with the scquisition of the pitches at Castle Dyke, It had some keen
and enthusiastic followers and a reasonsble fixture ldst has been made
for this yesr. It is hoped to widen the scope in time, but thelack
of proper facilities at Castle Dyke is a handicep to matches with
visitors. There is still 2 little qﬁiet opposition in some quarters
to be coped with, 4 school of our size should well be able to rum
both gemes and it is to the benefit of boys, particularly those who
leave the towm, %o have a knowledge of both gemes.

In Gricket the First Eleven was one of the best teams for
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some years and their Captain, M., H. Thoraton, was a tower of streagth.

The Second Eleven had a fair season, Third Eleven, Under-15
won all their matches, unfortunately not msny in number, and the
Under-l4 had quite a satisfactory record.

The Cross-Country Tesm won all its nine matehes with other
schools and were second in a four school contest with Manchester
Grommar school, Bolton School, Urmston Grammar School. In the
Northern Schools ﬁruss~ceun£ry-champianﬁhiy we fell to 38th place.

It is whispered that this was because there were no hills on the
course.

The Stendard dports were revived last year and proved useful
as tralning for the full Athletiec Sports, These were reorganized
to meet the new gumes arrangements and proved very effective with an
increased number of events., Fleld events showed a notable improve-
ment, The fina) day was a delightful one and marked by Goddard's
record long jump of 222",

Tennis was firmly established as an alternative summer gamef
and the two teams had a very successful season.

Swimming was agein maintained at a good level, though the
Swimming Team suffered a defeat, bresking their run of fourteen years
of viectory. Several bays took part in important events outside the
School. Life-saving Classes continued %o achieve good remulis.
New events were introduced intc the Swimming Srorts, which were held
in the evening. This change of time produced a very good attendance,
but many people were unfortunately excluded owing to lack of 1vom.

Four new records were set up.
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The Summer Term is all too short usually, being broken
into badly by the arrangement of the Publie kExaminations, whiech
extend for an unnecessarily long period,

In addition o the regular School Games, a number of
enthusiansts run a Badminton Club, and there was a much reduced
Fives Conmpe tition, I should like to see more interest taken 1ﬁ 
Fives and hope that this can be established in dupe course,

1% can be seen that we are fully active in the world of
sport, end I cannot fail to express my warmest thanks to Masters
who give freely of their time to coaching, refereeing and wapiring.
'Thszr efforts are very much appreciated,

School Societies mainteined their full mctivity. The
Modern Language Society provided a most interesting and varied
programme for its members. The Internstionel Discussion Group
continued to welcome visiting speakers and tax them with awiward
questions, The Chess Ulub maintained itselfthrough the
enthusiasm of its adherents; we should like to see more people
Joining this. The Selentific Socliety continued its activities,
&8 did the Student Christian Movement Group,

New Societies which came into being were the Photographic
Club which is well patronised and deserves better facilities;
the History Soclety formed for the Middle Sehool; the Craft &nd
Construetion Club, whose nmembers devote thamselvgs to the most
useful and valuable purpose of doing odd jobs for the 3checl;
finally the Music Club. This functions as Senior and Junior

vections and some excellent mid-day concerts were given as well as
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| gramophone programues.

_ 3ehool Music had one of its mﬁst.suseeasful years; the
Gonecert wss unanimously eonsidered one ef the most snjoyable given;
the Carol Service in Ranmoor Church was impressive, and a splendid
performance of Handel's *Judas Maccabaeus®” was given in this hall.
Musie is a potent influence and it is good o reslise its standing
in the School. I hope parents will encoursge their sons to learn
some of the instruments we have availsble in order to take their
place in the Qrehastrﬁllater. e owe a special debt to Mr. Barnes
for the time and ensrgy he devotes to our Choir and Orchestre.

The three School Scout Troops maintained their numbers
and activities.

Mr. Tatling sdded "Desert Highway" to his list of dramatic
productions, with a small but able cast.

A number of visits were arranged %o fectories, works,
plays and places of interest.. Among these were a vislt to our
adopted ship "Hector" when in dock at Liverpool, and a party visit
$o Champery, Switzerland.

Qur link with the German School &t Cologne continues very
guceessfully and e satizfactory number of exchanges were arranged.
The French link matured more slowly, but two exchanges were nmade
and now everything is well in hand. ve hope that parents will
support us by accepting a number of exchanges this yesr,

School functions were held as usual: the annual Armistice
Day Service was observed, and the Rev. B. 3. O'Gorman gave the

address. The Commemors=tion Service was held at School on s
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weekday evening and drew a large number of parents and friends.

The rreccler was an Uld Boy, Canon H. k. ¥, Turner, Lizhtfoot
Préxessar of Divinity in the University of Durham,. Speech Day

was a memorable occasion, when admiral Sir Denis Boyd was our guest.
The Final asgembly of the Year brought more parents of leaving
pupiis on a lest visit to the School, and Aldermen Sir Herold Jaokson
distributed Trophies and addressed the School.

The Scohool Library is in process of transformation. The
gift mentioned last yesr is not yet complete, but we hope for its
completion before the end of the present 3chool Yesr. Ye were very
pleased to receive some handsome gifts to the Library from leaving
boys and their pearents. We welcome this gesture and give our
sincere thanks to the donors.

One other welcome matter is beginning to approach s little
nearer - the possibility of extensions to ocur present building.
We hope to see within the mxt two years some important additions -
leborstories and workshops with a new Art Room and Classrooms.
" Biology, Art and Woodwork are at present ecarried on under 4iffiocult
conditions and these will benefit considerably by the new plans,

From my rather lengthy catalogue of our various doings, I
think parents cen sec that there is ample scope for boys to take
psrt in the life of the Schocl and to gain from 1t. Work, zames
and societies can well fill a boy's time, énd some of our most
active members must find it difficult to fit in all they do. They
look at me with hurt.suxpriaa when I ask what they do with their spare
time; this sowewhet inane question being provoked by University "
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guestionnaires on would-be entrants.

There remains the more difficult aspect of Sehool o deal
ﬁéit-tz ~ that of character developmen$, a difficult one in a large
sohool where oxdinery routine more than fills the day. We have,
as most all large communities, our misfits, the people who give
nothing and get little for being with us., Few but present.
it is essential that we should all try to maintain our standards:
the School has a fine record; it must be kept. Politeness, pride
of appearance, & high stendard of conduct in public, good manners,
good taste must be kept, There is still a slipshod attitude in the
many things left as s bad legacy from the war - the couldn't care
less attitude. We are told so often that we now live in the age of
the ecommon man, a rather dreary note. I should like to feel that
mors of our comaunity were siriving to be uncommon men; it is worth
it. To be an individual and not a mere member of a herd is highly
desirasble. It 1s only by trylng tc give the best in everything that
we shall develop these and by constant correction and example on the
part of Masters and parents. Thers ls much 'to' combat to-day.

In conelusion 1 want to give my best thanks to the lasters
who have worked hsrd in and out of School and whose untiring efforts
kesep the busy school life going. During the year ws lost the
serviees of Ir, Kiely, Mr, Barnett, Mr. Adey and Mr, Moore, who
- moved to other schools, Jx. Fraser who has taken up an appointment
; with an internstional orgamization in New York, snd Miss Knight who
has moved to Oxford., Miss Knight hed rendered the School excellent
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service over a period of yoars and we miss her valuable help né%
only in the classroom but in the (rchestra and dramstic wark,
e sppreciated their work and contributions to school 1life while
they were with us and wish them well in the Tuture.
I must thank alee the verious boy officisls ~ gemes
secretaries and captaine, House officials, Society Secretaries and
Prefects, who do their parts so loyally and so well. I reserve
. specisl thanks for D. A. Cherles, last year's Head Prefect, who wae
the most helpful Head Boy I have met in twelve years of Hesdmastering,
and. whose quiet efficiency and sense of humour I greatly appreciated,
My thenks are due also to the Chairman of the Governors

for his interest in the School,



